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Gives me confidence
My job is to sell knowledge, history and tell a story the clients have no idea about. This has
taught me to read constantly. Everyday I read something in relation to travel. Before taking any
person to the site, I visit it first, make research and buy any written literature about it. I read any
travel literature I come across naturally. I even read about the different Christian historical sites.
I may not necessarily buy a book, but I carry out research and read online. This has opened my
mind and widened my knowledge about different cultures. When I am talking to people; I speak
with confidence because I am sure about what I am telling them.
Mary Josephina Nanyonga, tours and travel dealer

Motivated my career choice

My reading journey started while in primary school. I enjoyed reading fictional stories such as
Mr Hare tales because I found them entertaining. While in secondary school I would visit the
school library to read novels during my free time. I read a book titled To Be the Best by Barbara
Taylor which motivated me to aim higher and opened me up to more of her work such as A
woman of Substance, which inspired me to pursue a career in finance. Currently, I read
mathematics-related articles and mainly motivational books.



My current read is Nice Girls Don’t Get the Corner Office which talks about unconscious
mistakes women make that sabotage their careers.

Ann Kyakuwaire, auditor

The right time to get a master’s degree

Kyamanywa handles civil law cases to do with property, family issues that entail divorce,
annulment, child custody. Because of his choice of work, he says his reading is not about to end.
To manage handling the different cases I realised I need to have an inquisitive mind, excellent
analytical skills and the ability to think.

At times clients expect an immediate answer. With this I came to a conclusion that lawyers need
to be good readers. I read books such as Civil rights and Liberties in the 21 century, In Our
Defense. The Civil Rights book gives an analysis of the Supreme Court’s landmark rulings on
civil rights and liberties. Reading has made me resourceful to my clients, taught me new court
presentations and has helped me improve on my vocabulary. However, it calls for commitment.
Currently, I am reading My Life in Court by Louise Nizer.

Edward Cooper
Kyamanywa, lawyer

Broadened my thinking

My reading culture started at the age of 10. In those early years I read a lot of adventure books. I
would literally feel as if I was on the same adventure journey as the characters in the book. As a
teen, I began reading literature from authors such as Jeffrey Archer, Wilbur Smith and Danielle
Steele, which helped me understand new concepts about life and my vocabulary.



While in high school he was introduced to African authors such as Ngugi Wa Thiongo, Wole
Soyinka, Chinua Achebe and others whose works gave him a new understanding of the
continent.

Today, I read different genres of literature, popular psychology, faith-based books, biographies,
African books on history and economics, leadership and management books, motivational books.

Reading has broadened my mind. I am able to know and understand a variety of topics.
Currently, I am reading Purple Cow by Seth Godin, which is about avoiding being average. If
you want to develop a reading culture, start slowly with one book at a time, those that you will
enjoy, as well as joining a book club.
Stirling Gapara, leadership and management consultant

Enlightened me

Amos Wekesa’s reading culture did not develop until 2001 when he committed to reading for
two hours a day. Reading different literature such as Transformation of Singapore from third
world to second world, Problems of Africa, he says his reading kept improving. When reading, I
spare 45 minute to read about a topic I am involved in.

This has given me leverage over many people who come to me for information. I was influenced
into reading by my wife. My wife is a good reader and so are my children. I realised if I did not
read I would remain the idiot of the family. Writing has also given me an opportunity to read.
The more you write, the more you read.
Amos Wekesa, tourism entrepreneur

Keeps my brain active
My father used to read a lot. When I was a child, he would read to me story books written in
Rutooro. Slowly, I began to broaden my reading scope.

When I joined Nyakasura School, I started a newspaper called The Student. But today, I read
medicine-related material, I read about the latest advances, news about medicine and I do a lot of
research. “I keep tickling my brain by reading all the necessary literature within my profession
and others I find relevant.
Vincent Karuhanga, doctor

Leaders are readers
Leaders are readers. If you want to be a leader then you must be a reader. If you want to excel in
any field such as being a politician or fashion designer you have to be a long-life learner and
reader. “In life there has to be continuous improvement in all that we do. And the way you can
improve is to continuously read.”

If the last time you read a book was the time you graduated from university, yet you have been
working for the last five years, it means you are stunted. As an educationist, I read constantly. I
believe, the more you read, the better you become. Through reading I have been mentored by



different people I admire but can never have conversations with. My recent great read has been
by Michelle Obama’s, Becoming.

But currently I am reading The 15 Rules of Growth by John Maxwell. He says growth is
intentional, not accidental. To inspire my children to read, each time any of them reads a book I
put Shs10,000 in their piggy bank.

Barbra Katende, educationist
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