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Introduction

This study investigated the role of District Security
Committees in the oversight of private security companies
in Uganda to contribute to ways through which private-
public security provision can be enhanced for sustainable
security and development. Using Wakiso and Kampala as
case studies, the study relied on a qualitative approach
based on key informant in-depth interviews involving
members of District Security Committees, private
security company supervisors, supervisors at police
headquarters in charge of private security organization
and private security services contractors and members to
analyze the mechanisms and challenges District Security
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Committees face in the oversight of private security
companies.

Study objectives

1. To examine the legal provisions for the oversight of
private Security organisations by District Security
Committees,

2. to evaluate the mechanisms put in place by District
Security Committees for the oversight of private
security organisations,

3. to identify the challenges faced by District Security
Committees in the oversight of private security
organisations.

Methodology

This study adopted a descriptive research design and
relied on the qualitative approach. The study used
purposive and simple random sampling technique to
select respondents who were drawn from members of
district security committees, private security company
supervisors, supervisors at police headquarters in charge
of private security organisation, and private security
services contractors and members to analyse the
mechanisms and challenges. The study also relied on the
in-depth interview technique to collect data.

Key findings

The study found out that although there is an adequate
legal and regulatory framework that empowers District
Security Committees to monitor the activities of private
security ~ companies  recruitment, training, and
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deployments; many members of the district security
committees were not fully aware of the current regulations
hence undermining effective oversight of private security
companies.

Key recommendations

There should be a targeted induction of all District
Security Committees members to the 2013 private
security Organizations Regulations to equip them with
knowledge for effective oversight. There is a need to
establish district-based databases of private security
companies for easy monitoring of the discipline of private
security guards. There is a need for annual conferences
between the private security service users, government
security agencies, and the private security companies to
share experiences on how to improve the operations of
private security companies for sustainable security and
development and also ensure the independence of District
Security Committees in the oversight of private security
companies. Political interference and patronage should be
minimized through an open system of monitoring that
involves all stakeholders in the district.

Key references

Allio, E and Candia, S (2007). ‘Illegal arms: the inside
story’ New Vision, 20 March 2007.

American Society for Industrial Security (ASIS (2009).
Compendium of the ASIS Academic/Practitioner
Symposium, page 34-38

106



ASIS International. (2009a). International glossary of
security  terms.  Retrieved 2010,  from
http://www.asisonline.org

ASIS International. (2009b). Standards and guidelines.
Retrieved from http://www.asisonline.org

Bearpark, A. and S. Schulz. 2007. “The Private Security
Challenge in Africa: Problems and Options for
Regulation.” Pp. 73-88 in Private Security in Africa:
Manifestation, Challenges and Regulation, edited
by S. Gumedze. ISS Monograph Series No. 139.
Pretoria: Institute for Security Studies.

Bernard, R. (2013). Security certifications. Security
Technology and Design, 36—43.

Bradley, T. (2014). Governing private security in New
Zealand. Available at:
http://anj.sagepub.com/content

Brunet, J. R. (2008). Blurring the line between public and
private sectors: The case of police officers ‘off-duty

employment. Public Personnel Management, 37(2),
161-174.

Button, M. (2014). Assessing the regulation of private
security across Europe. European Journal of
Criminology 4(1):109:128.

Caparina M & Cole, E (2008) Public Oversight of the
Security Sector: A Handbook for Civil
Society organizations, United  Nations
Development Programme

107



Connors, E., Cunningham, W., Ohlhausen, P., Oliver, L.,
& Van Meter, C. (2000). Operation Cooperation:
Guidelines  for  partnerships between law
enforcement & private security organizations.
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice,
Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice
Assistance.

Cunningham, W. C., Strauchs, J. J. and Van Meter C. W.
(1990) Private Security Trends 1970-2000, (The
Hallcrest Report II). Stoneham: Butterworth-
Heineman.

David Bayley and Clifford Shearing ‘The New Structure
of Policing: Description, Conceptualization
and Research Ag en d a’ United States Department
of Justice, National Institute of Justice.
Washington D.C. 2001.

108



